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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. An identifier indicating the status of each claim is provided. 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image photographing apparatus for 
photographing a still image, comprising: 

a scanning imaging device for generating image signals ;-and 
control means for using the image signals generated by said imaging device to 
adjust the still image during at least one control period before photographing, said control means 
defining a single detection area which is both vertically and horizontally limited within said 
imaging device and reading only the image signals within the single detection area out of said 
imaging device, the read image signals being used to adjust the still image before photographing 
and a control period of said control means being set in correspondence within a read-out period 
associated with of said single detection area; and 

wherein only the singl e detection ar e a is used for adjustment with th e 
detection area b e ing smaller than an eff e ctive pix e l plan e associated with th e image 
photographing apparatus; 

whereby only segm e nts of horizontal lines within the detection area ar e 

1 CUU 

a pulse counter circuit for receiving instructions from said control means 
pertaining to a quantity of rows that are read using a high speed clock and setting a value in 
response to the quantity of rows. 
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wherein when the quantity of rows equals a predetermined value, output 
signals are generated to control a switching unit which switches from the high speed clock to a 
normal vertical clock . 

2. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 , wherein the control means also controls the imaging device when the still image is 
being photographed. 

3. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 , wherein the control means determines a start position of the single detection area and 
the amount of image signals to be read out within the single detection area, and, accordingly, 
only the image signals within the single detection area are read out of the imaging device. 

4. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 3, wherein the control means allows a high-speed scan in a region before the start position 
of the single detection area, allows a predetermined-speed scan in the single detection area, and 
allows only the determined amount of image signals to be read out. 

5. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein, based on the read image signals, at least one of automatic focus control, 
automatic photographic sensitivity control, and automatic white balance control is performed. 



4 of 13 



00332440 



U.S. Patent Application No. 09/768,851 PATENT 
Reply to Final Office Action dated November 17, 2005 450100-02949 

6. (Currently Amended) An image photographing method for photographing 

a still image by a scanning imaging device for generating image signals, comprising the steps of: 

when the image signals generated by the imaging device are used to adjust the 

still image before photographing: 

defining a single detection area which is both vertically and horizontally 

limited within the imaging device; and 

reading only the image signals within the single detection area out of the 

imaging device; 

adjusting during at least one control period, by using the read image signals 
within the single detection area, the still image before photographing;-aftd 

establishing a control period as a function of a read-out period associated with the 
single detection area; and 

whoroin only th e single d e tection area is used for adjustm e nt with th e 
d e t e ction area b e ing small e r than an e ffectiv e pixel plan e associat e d with th e imag e 
photographing apparatus; and 

whereby only segm e nts of horizontal lin e s within th e det e ction ar e a ar e 

rvuvt 

receiving instructions pertaining to a quantity of rows that are read using a high 
speed clock and setting a value in response to the quantity of rows, 

wherein when the quantity of rows equals a predetermined value, output 
signals are generated to switch from the high speed clock to a normal vertical clock . 
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7. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 6, wherein a control means also controls the imaging device when the still image is being 
photographed. 

8. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 6, wherein the reading step includes the step of determining a start position of the single 
detection area and the amount of image signals to be read out within the single detection area, so 
that only the image signals within the single detection area are read out of the imaging device. 



Claim 8, further comprising the step of: 

performing a high-speed scan in a region before the start position of the single 
detection area, performing a predetermined-speed scan in the single detection area, and reading 
out only the determined amount of image signals. 

1 0. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 6, wherein, based on the read image signals, at least one of automatic focus control, 
automatic photographic sensitivity control, and automatic white balance control are performed. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An image photographing apparatus for 
photographing a still image, comprising: 

a scanning imaging device for generating image signals;-and 



9. 



(Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
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control means for using the image signals generated by the imaging device to 
adjust the still image during at least one control period before photographing, the control means 
defining a single detection area within the imaging device and reading only the image signals 
within the single detection area out of the imaging device, the read image signals being used to 
adjust the still image before photographing; 

wherein the control means controls at least two scan speeds with a first scan speed 
being used outside the single detection area and a second scan speed being used within the 
single detection area, the first scan speed being greater than the second scan speed££,]]-a 
predetermined value associat e d with a pulse counter being us e d by th e control m e ans for 
d e t e rmining a switching point between speeds ;_and 

a pulse counter circuit for receiving instructions from the control means 
pertaining to a quantity of rows that are read at the first scan speed and setting a value in 
response to the quantity of rows, 

wherein when the quantity of rows equals a predetermined value, output 
signals are generated to control a switching unit which switches from the first scan speed to the 
second scan speed. 

whoroin only the single d e tection area is us e d for adjustment with the 
d e tection area b e ing smaller than an e ffectiv e pixel plan e associated with th e image 
photographing apparatus; and 

whoroin a control period is s e t in correspond e nce with a read out p e riod 
associat e d with the single detection area; wh e reby only segments of horizontal lines within th e 
singl e d e tection area ar e r e ad. 
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12. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 1, wherein said control means controls said imaging device when the still image is being 
photographed. 

13. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 1, wherein the control means determines a start position of the single detection area and 
the amount of image signals to be read out within the single detection area, and only the image 
signals within the single detection area are read out of the imaging device. 

14. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 13, wherein the control means allows a high-speed scan in a region before the start 
position of the single detection area, allows a predetermined-speed scan in the single detection 
area, and allows only the determined amount of image signals to be read out. 

15. (Previously Presented) The image photographing apparatus according to 
Claim 1 1 , wherein, based on the read image signals, at least one of automatic focus control, 
automatic photographic sensitivity control, and automatic white balance control is performed. 

1 6. (Currently Amended) An image photographing method for photographing 
a still image by a scanning imaging device for generating image signals, comprising the steps of: 

when the image signals generated by the imaging device are used to adjust 
the still image before photographing: 
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defining, by control means, a single detection area within the imaging 

device; 

reading, by the control means, only the image signals within the single 
detection area out of the imaging device; 

adjusting during at least one control period, by using the read image 
signals within the single detection area, the still image before photographing; and 

controlling at least two scan speeds with a first scan speed being used outside the 
single detection area and a second scan speed being used within the single detection area, the 
first scan speed being greater than the second scan speedJX,]] a pr e d e termin e d valu e associat e d 
with a puls e counter b e ing used by the control means for determining a switching point b e tw ee n 
sp ee ds ; and 

receiving instructions pertaining to a quantity of rows that are read at said first 
scan speed and setting a value in response to the quantity of rows, 

wherein when the quantity of rows equals a predetermined value, output 
signals are generated to switch from the first scan speed to the second scan speed, 

wherein only th e singl e d e tection area is us e d for adjustm e nt with th e det e ction 
area b e ing small e r than an eff e ctiv e pixel plane associated with th e image photographing 
apparatus; and 

wherein a control period is se t in corr e spondence with a read out period 
associat e d with the single d e t e ction ar e a; wh e r e by only s e gm e nts of horizontal lines within th e 
singl e detection area ar e read. 
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17. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 16, wherein the control means also controls the imaging device when the still image is 
being photographed. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 16, wherein the reading step includes a step of allowing the control means to determine a 
start position of the single detection area and the amount of image signals to be read out within 
the single detection area, so that only the image signals within the single detection area are read 
out of the imaging device accordingly. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 18, further comprising the step of: 

allowing the control means to perform a high-speed scan in a region 
before the start position of the single detection area, to perform a predetermined-speed scan in 
the single detection area, and to read out only the determined amount of image signals. 

20. (Previously Presented) The image photographing method according to 
Claim 16, wherein, based on the read image signals, at least one of automatic focus control, 
automatic photographic sensitivity control, and automatic white balance control are performed. 
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